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LABEL PRIVILEGES

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application claims priority under 35 USC §119(e) to
U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 61/444,434, filed on Feb.
18, 2011, the entire contents of which are hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

BACKGROUND

This specification relates to the identification and labeling
of users in digital photographs hosted by social networking
service.

Electronic social networks are network-based services
that provide users with an ability to associate and commu-
nicate with each other. Users are able to identify other users
with whom they have a social relationship (e.g., “friending”
other users). Once a social relationship has been expressed,
the users typically are able to see communications, status
updates, and other notifications generated by their “friends”
social networking activities.

Social networks also provide services that enable users to
upload, store, and share digital photos. In some cases, the
social networks also provide functions for users to label
(e.g., “tag”) themselves and other users whose images
appear in photos hosted by the social network. As such, a
user may view collections of photos that include himself/
herself, or collections of photos of other users whom the user
has permission to view.

Each user trusts some people to tag them in a photo, such
as people they know. Conversely, there are other people that
the user does not trust to label them in a photo, e.g., people
the user does not know or people the user may have just met.

SUMMARY

This specification describes technologies relating to sys-
tems and techniques for processing the association of user-
identifying information with digital photographs hosted by a
social networking service or otherwise associated with users
by means of other social circles. An example of user-
identifying information is the labeling or “tagging” photos
with the names of users who appear in the photos. Users are
able to select other users who are automatically allowed to
label the user in photos, and to select other users who are
automatically rejected from labeling the user in photos.

In general, one innovative aspect of the subject matter
described in this specification can be embodied in methods
that include the actions of receiving label data defining a
label that is to be associated with an image of a first user in
a digital photograph, the first user identified by a first user
identifier and the label data received from a user device
associated with a submitting user identifier; accessing data
defining labeling privileges associated with the first user
identifier, the labeling privileges being for second users
relative to the first user, the second users identified by
respective second user identifiers, and the labeling privileges
defining, for each second user, a labeling privilege for the
second user to label an image of the first user in a digital
photograph; determining whether the submitting user iden-
tifier is included in the second user identifiers; in response to
determining that the submitting user identifier is included in
the second user identifiers: determining the labeling privi-
leges defined for the user identified by the submitting user
identifier, and processing the label data according to the
privileges defined for the user identified by the submitting
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user identifier. Other embodiments of this aspect include
corresponding systems, apparatus, and computer programs,
configured to perform the actions of the methods, encoded
on computer storage devices.

Particular embodiments of the subject matter described in
this specification can be implemented so as to realize one or
more of the following advantages. Social networking users
are provided with greater control over who is able to identify
them in digital photos. Social networking users gain greater
control over their online presence and privacy. The amount
of work required of social network users for approving
and/or rejecting labels submitted by other users is reduced.

The details of one or more embodiments of the subject
matter described in this specification are set forth in the
accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features, aspects, and advantages of the subject matter will
become apparent from the description, the drawings, and the
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example system for
performing face label ownership operations.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual model for performing example face
label ownership operations.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example process for
performing face label ownership operations.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example process for
associating face labels with digital images.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example process for
handling pending face label approvals.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an example process for
updating face labels.

FIG. 7 a block diagram of an example programmable
processing system.

Like reference numbers and designations in the various
drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This document describes systems and techniques for
automatically and semi-automatically approving and reject-
ing the “tagging” of digital photographs in a social network-
ing system (e.g., the associating, by one user, of a user
identifier of another user with a digital image). A user can
classify other users in his or her social circles into groups.
The group classifications include users whose labels are
automatically accepted, users whose labels are automatically
rejected, and users whose labels are held for manual review.
For example, a user may wish to always allow himself to be
identified through labels created by his or her spouse, parent,
or other trusted persons. In another example, the user may
wish to always prevent himself from being identified though
labels created by his or her acquaintances from his or her
work environment. By establishing such privileges, the user
can exercise control, or “ownership” of his or her face labels.

As used in this specification, social circles are based on
categories of relationships of a user to other users. In some
examples, the relationship can be implicit or explicit. For
example, a user can assign their social networking contacts
and better control the distribution and visibility of social
networking posts.

In some implementations, as used in this specification, a
social circle is provided as a data set defining a collection of
contacts that are associated with one another in a computer-
implemented social networking service. As used in this
specification, generally a social circle can be described from
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the perspective of an individual that is the center of a
particular collection of socially interconnected people, or
from the aggregate perspective of a collection of socially
interconnected people. In some examples, a social circle can
have narrowly defined boundaries. For example, some social
circle may have members that are familiar with one another,
and permission may be required for a member to join a
social circle. In some implementations, a user of the social
networking service define a social circle, and the social
circle, as a data set defining a collection of contacts, may
reflect a real-life social circle of the user. These are examples
of social circles as used in the specification. However, social
circles need not be limited to these examples.

Examples of groups identified by implicit relationships
are users that are implicitly identified so as to form a group
that is distinct from the larger group of all users. Such
implicit relationships can be based on frequent contact
between the user and other users, the co-occurrence of the
user and other users in photographs, users that the user
photographs, and users that have photographed, to name just
a few.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example system 100 for
performing face label ownership operations. In general,
users can submit digital photographs to the system 100, and
users can label, or “tag” images of themselves or other users,
subject to privileges set by other users. In particular, each
individual user may classify other users into a group whose
labels identifying the individual user are automatically
accepted, a group whose labels identifying the individual
user are automatically rejected, and a group whose labels
identifying the individual user are left pending review by the
individual user.

In the example of the system 100, a user “Brad” 102
interacts with a user device 104 (e.g., a personal computer,
a cellular telephone, a pad computer, a tablet computer, a
personal digital assistant, a camera configured to upload
photos) to upload a digital photograph 106 to a data pro-
cessing apparatus 108 through a network 110 (e.g., a wire-
less or wired network, such as the Internet). The digital
photograph 106 includes a facial image of the user Brad 102,
a facial image of a user Channing 114, and a facial image of
a user Spike 116.

In some implementations, the data processing apparatus
108 can be a single server or collection of server computers
performing the functions of a web server, a communications
service, a social networking service, a digital photo hosting
service, or other appropriate computer service that can
accept the submission of digital photographs. The data
processing apparatus 108 stores the digital photograph 106
in a digital photograph index 118. The digital photograph
index 118 is an electronic file repository or database that can
be used to store digital photographs and user identifiers for
photographs submitted by users.

The user Brad is associated with a user identifier 120,
labeled in the illustration as “UID,”. The data processing
apparatus 108 thus associates the digital photograph 106
with the user Brad’s identifier “UID,” 120. In some imple-
mentations, the digital photograph 106 may be associated
with the identifier of the user who submitted the digital
photograph 106. In some implementations, the digital pho-
tograph may be associated with the identifier of the user who
took the photograph (e.g., a user ID embedded as metadata
in the photograph), or with the identifier of a user associated
with the device that was used to take the photograph (e.g.,
the media access control (MAC) ID of a network camera
known to be managed by a particular user).
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The user Channing 114 is associated with a user identifier
122, labeled in the illustration as “UIDJ”. The user Spike
116 is associated with a user identifier 124, labeled in the
illustration as “UID,”. The user Brad 102 labels, or “tags”,
himself, the user Spike 116, and the user Channing 114 In
the digital photograph 106. By labeling the images of
himself and other users in the digital photograph 106, the
user Brad 102 associates the user identifier “UID,” 120, the
user identifier “UID” 122, and the user identifier “UID,”
122 with the digital photograph 106.

The user Channing 114 has identified three groups of
other users. An “accept” group 130 identifies other users
whose labels of the user Channing 114 will be accepted
automatically. For example, the user Brad’s 102 user iden-
tifier “UID,” 120 appears in the “accept” group 130. As
such, any photographs, including the digital photograph 106
that the user Brad 102 labels as including an image of the
user Channing 114 will be automatically approved. A
“reject” group 132 identifies users whose labels of the user
Channing 114 will be rejected automatically.

A “pending” group 134 identifies users whose labels of
the user Channing 114 will be held (e.g., unavailable for
other users to see) until the user Channing 114 is able to
review the labels and decide which ones to approve or reject.
In some implementations the data processing apparatus 108
can receive a request from a user device for the digital
photograph 106, and provide, in response to the request, the
digital photograph 106 and only label data that is associated
with the digital photograph. For example, when another user
requests to view the digital photograph 106, the data pro-
cessing apparatus 108 can provide the digital photograph
106 and the “accepted” labels; any labels that have been
rejected or classified as “pending” would not be provided.

In some implementations, ranges and/or wildcards can be
used to define groups of users who are classified into
“accept”, “reject”, and “pending” groups. For example, the
“accept” and “reject” groups 130, 132 each include finite
sets of identified users, while the “pending” group 134
includes an indication that all other users not belonging to
the groups 130 or 132 should be associated with the “pend-
ing” group 134. In this example, the user Channing 114 may
only trust a few other users, such as the user Brad 102, to
label her unconditionally, and may only have deemed a
small number of other users for automatic rejection. Since
the “pending” group 134 includes the wildcard “all others”,
labels of the user Channing 114 that are submitted by
substantially any other user in the user Channing’s 114
social circles, but not included in the groups 130 or 132, will
be held pending the user Channing’s 114 personal approval.

The user Spike 116 has identified three groups of other
users. An “accept” group 140 identifies other users whose
labels of the user Spike 116 will be accepted automatically.
A “reject” group 142 identifies users whose labels of the user
Spike 116 will be rejected automatically. A “pending” group
144 identifies users whose labels of the user Spike 116 will
be held until such time as the user Spike 116 is able to review
the labels and decide which ones to approve or reject. In the
illustrated example, the “accept” group 140 is empty; the
user Spike 116 has not identified any other user whose labels
should be approved automatically. The “pending” group 144
includes a finite number of identified other users, and the
“reject” group 142 includes a wildcard that indicates that
labels generated by any other users who are in the user
Spike’s 116 social circles but not grouped into the groups
140 or 144 should be automatically rejected. For example,
the user Brad’s 102 user identifier “UID,” appears in neither
of the groups 140 nor 144, therefore the user Brad’s 102
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labeling of the user Spike 116 in the digital photograph 106
will be automatically rejected.

FIG. 2 is a conceptual model 200 for performing example
face label ownership operations. In some implementations,
the operations described with respect to the model 200 may
be performed by the system 100 of FIG. 1.

A submitting user “X”, who is identified by an identifier
“UID,” 202, has performed labeling of images appearing in
a digital photograph 204, which is associated with a photo
identifier “Photoy,” 206. The submitting user “X” has
labeled the users Brad 102, Channing 114, and Spike 116 as
appearing in the digital photograph 204. A label 210, a label
212, and a label 214 are provided to a label processing
module 220. The labels 210-214 include information that
identifies the user who performed the labeling, the identity
of the user who was labeled, and the identity of the photo-
graph in which the labeling was done. For example, the label
210 (e.g., Label(x,1,97)) indicates that the submitting user
“X” has associated the user identifier “UID,” 102 with the
photo identifier “97” 204.

The label processing module 220 analyzes the labels
210-214 to determine the identifiers of the users who have
been labeled, and then retrieves collections of other user
identifiers to determine if the labeled user has assigned the
submitting user to groups for automatic acceptance, rejec-
tion, or pendency of the submitted label. In some imple-
mentations, the label processing module 220 can receive,
from a user device associated with the first user identifier
(e.g., the user device 104 of FIG. 1), a second user identifier
and data defining label privileges for a second user identified
by the second user identifier, and store the second user
identifier and the data defining labeling privileges for the
second user identifier in the data defining labeling privileges
associated with the first user identifier.

In the example of the label 210, the label processing
module 220 determines that the label 210 identifies the user
Brad 102. The user Brad 102 has included the submitting
user “X” 202 in an “accept” group 230. As such, the label
processing module 220 automatically accepts the label 210
submitted by the submitting user “x” 202. In the example of
the label 212, the label processing module 220 determines
that the label 212 identifies the user Channing 114. The user
Channing 114 has included the submitting user “X” 202 in
a “reject” group 232. As such, the label processing module
220 automatically rejects the label 212 submitted by the
submitting user “x” 202.

In the example of the label 214, the label processing
module 220 determines that the label 214 identifies the user
Spike 116. The user Spike 116, however, has not included
the submitting user “X” 202 in an “accept” group 234 nor a
“reject” group 236. In some implementations, other users
may be implicitly assigned to an “accept”, “reject”, or
“pending” group if they are not explicitly assigned by a user
to any other group. For example, the user Spike 116 may
have selected a user configuration option that directs the
label processing module 220 to classify labels from any user
not explicitly listed in the groups 234 or 236 to be treated as
labels from a “pending” group. In the illustrated example,
the user identifier “UID,” does not appear in either the
“accept” group 234 or the “reject” group 236, therefore, the
label 214 is classified as “pending”.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example process 300 for
performing face label ownership operations. In some imple-
mentations, the process 300 may be performed by the data
processing apparatus 108 of FIG. 1, or by the label process-
ing module 220 of FIG. 2. The process 300 begins at step
310 when label data defining a label that is to be associated
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with an image of a first user in a digital photograph, in which
the first user identified by a first user identifier and the label
data received from a user device is associated with a
submitting user identifier. For example, the submitting user
“X” 202 can label the presence of the user Spike 116 in the
digital photograph 204. The label 214 is associated with both
the submitting user “X” 202 and the user Spike 116. The
label 214 can be received by the label processing module
220.

At step 320, data defining labeling privileges associated
with the first user identifier is accessed. The labeling privi-
leges are for second users relative to the first user. The
second users identified by respective second user identifiers,
and the labeling privileges define, for each second user, a
labeling privilege for the second user to label an image of the
first user in a digital photograph. For example, the label
processing module 220 can access the “accept” group 234
and the “reject” group 236 that are associated with the user
Spike 116.

If at step 330, it is determined that the submitting user
identifier is not included in the second user identifiers, then
the process 300 ends. In some implementations, the label
can be classified as pending if the submitting user identifier
is not included in the second user identifiers, which is
described in more detail with reference to FIG. 4.

However, if it is determined that the submitting user
identifier is included in the second user identifiers, then at
step 340 the labeling privileges defined for the user identi-
fied by the submitting user identifier are determined. For
example, the label processing module 220 determines that
the user identifier “UIDx” associated with the user “X” 202
is included in the “accept™ group 230, or is included in the
“reject” group 232.

At step 340, the label data is processed according to the
privileges defined for the user identified by the submitting
user identifier. For example, the label processing module
220 accepts the label 210, and rejects the label 212.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an example process 400 for
associating face labels with digital images. In some imple-
mentations, the process 400 may be performed by the data
processing apparatus 108 of FIG. 1, or by the label process-
ing module 220 of FIG. 2. In some implementations, the
process 400 may be part of the step 350 of the process 300
of FIG. 3.

Labeling privileges include an automatic approval privi-
lege and an automatic rejection privilege. For example, the
user Spike 116 has defined an “accept” group 234 and a
“reject” group 236 that describe the users who have auto-
matic approval and automatic rejection privileges. The pro-
cess 400 begins at step 410, in which a determination is
made as to whether a labeling privilege for the submitting is
an automatic approval privilege. For example, the label
processing module 220 can determine that the user “X” 202
is identified in the “accept” group 230. If at step 410 the
labeling privilege is an automatic approval privilege, then at
step 420 the label data is associated with the image of the
first user in the digital photograph. For example, the label
210 is accepted for the user Brad 102.

If at step 410 the labeling privilege is not an automatic
approval privilege, then at step 430 another determination is
made. If at step 430, it is determined that the label privilege
defined for the user identified by the submitting user iden-
tifier is the automatic rejection privilege, then at step 440 the
label data is not associated with the image of the first user.
For example, the identity of the user “X” appears in the
“reject” group 232, therefore the label 212 associated with
the user “X” 202 and the user Channing 114 is rejected.
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If, however, at step 430, it is determined that the label
privilege defined for the user identified by the submitting
user identifier is not the automatic rejection privilege (e.g.,
either explicitly defined as “reviewable” or if the submitting
user identifier is not among the second user identifiers), then
at step 450 the label data is categorized as pending approval.
For example, the user “X” 202 appears in neither the user
Spike’s 116 “accept” group 234 nor the “reject” group 236,
and is therefore categorized as “pending” approval by the
user Spike 116.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example process 500 for
handling pending face label approvals. In some implemen-
tations, the process 500 may be performed by the data
processing apparatus 108 of FIG. 1, or by the label process-
ing module 220 of FIG. 2. In some implementations, the
process 500 may be performed in response to a negative
determination in step 330 of the process 300 of FIG. 3.

The process 500 begins at step 510, in which label data is
categorized as pending association with the image of the first
user in the digital photograph. For example, the label 214 is
categorized as pending approval by the user Spike 116 for
association with the photograph 204.

At step 520, a notification message addressed to an
address associated with the first user identifier is provided,
the notification message specifying that the label data is
pending association with the image of the first user in the
digital photograph. For example, the label processing mod-
ule 220 may send an email, instant message, or other
appropriate notification message to the user Spike 116 that
the label 214 awaits his review. In some implementations,
the notification message can include the digital photograph
and the label data. For example, the notification message
sent to the user Spike 116 may include the photograph 204
and the label 514.

If at step 530, an approval command is not received in
response to the notification message, then the label data’s
status remains unchanged. If, however, at step 530, an
approval command is received in response to the notification
message, then at step 540 the label data is associated with the
image of the first user in the digital photograph. For
example, the user Spike 116 can review the message and
approve the pending label 214, and by receiving the
approval the label processing module 220 associates the
label 514 with the digital photograph 204.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an example process 600 for
updating face labels. In some implementations, the process
600 may be performed by the data processing apparatus 108
of FIG. 1, or by the label processing module 220 of FIG. 2.

At step 610, a second user identifier and data labeling
privileges for a second user identified by the second user
identifier is received. For example, the user Channing 114
may re-categorize the user “X” 202 from the “reject” group
232 to the “accept” group.

At step 620, the second user identifier and the data
defining labeling privileges for the second user identifier in
the data defining labeling privileges associated with the first
user identifier is stored. For example, the label processing
module 220 may remove the identifier “UID,” for the user
“X” 202 from the “reject” group 232 and store the identifier
in the “accept” group associated with the user Channing 114.

If at step 630, the labeling privileges for the second user
identifier are determined not to have changed from an
automatic rejection privilege to an automatic approval privi-
lege, then at step 640, the label data is not associated with
the image of the first user in the digital photograph. If,
however, at step 630, the labeling privileges for the second
user identifier are determined to have changed from an
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automatic rejection privilege to an automatic approval privi-
lege, then at step 650 the label data is associated with the
image of the first user in the digital photograph. For
example, the user Channing 114 can move the user “X” 202
from the “reject” group 232 to the “accept” group, and in
response to this action, the label processing module 220 may
associate the previously rejected label 212 with the photo-
graph 204.

The example implementations above are described in the
context of digital photographs. The features of these imple-
mentations can also be applied to other content types, such
as videos.

Additional features can also be implemented in conjunc-
tion with the features described above. For example, in some
implementations, labels are visible on photographs before
the approval is received. In these implementations, the labels
are visible to other users. The data processing apparatus 108,
however, does not link a visible but not approved label to an
identity profile until the tag is approved. Additionally, the
photograph does not appear on the profile of the tagged user
until the tag is approved. This implementation facilitates the
labeling of a user that does not yet have accounts in a social
networking service. Upon obtaining an account, the user
may then approve or disapprove the labels.

In some implementations, by default all users are initially
categorized as “pending approval” so that their tags put into
the “pending approval” status. Each individual user may
then categorize other users into particular approval circles,
e.g., “auto approve” or “auto reject” circles so that the labels
the subsequently-categorized users submit are processed
accordingly.

In some implementations, users can also delegate
approval privileges based on one or more predefined rela-
tionships. For example, a particular user may designate any
other user that is within the particular user’s second degree
network (e.g., a “friend of a friend”) as belonging to the
particular user’s auto-approval circle. In this example, labels
of the particular user submitted by the user’s “friends” and
“friends of the particular user’s friends” are automatically
approved.

In another implementation, a user may suspend (or, alter-
natively, enable) auto-approval, pending, and rejection
operations. For example, a user may have specified that all
labels for that user are to be reviewed by her before approval
(i.e., all labels are initially pending approval). However, the
user can temporarily change the status to “auto reject” for a
predefined time period, e.g., during the time the user is on
travel and will have limited access to the Internet. The status
changed can also be operatively associated with a message
that explains that a submitted label is rejected. For example,
another user may attempt to label the particular user in a
photograph. In response, he will receive a rejection notifi-
cation, e.g., “Sorry, I’'m on vacation and I am not available
to review my labels, so I’'m rejecting them for now. You can
try again after I return next Monday.”

In some implementations, the data processing apparatus
108 can suggest nametag labels based on, for example, user
profile information, other labels for the subject in other
photographs, and the like. The suggested labels for a par-
ticular user, in variations of this implementation, are either
auto approved or placed in a pending status, as specified by
the user. For example, a particular user may specify that
suggested labels are automatically approved, or placed in a
pending approval list for review of the photograph and the
label by the particular user, or that the apparatus 108 will not
suggest labels for the particular user.



US 9,483,751 B2

9

Embodiments of the subject matter and the operations
described in this specification can be implemented in digital
electronic circuitry, or in computer software, firmware, or
hardware, including the structures disclosed in this specifi-
cation and their structural equivalents, or in combinations of
one or more of them. Embodiments of the subject matter
described in this specification can be implemented as one or
more computer programs, i.e., one or more modules of
computer program instructions, encoded on computer stor-
age medium for execution by, or to control the operation of,
data processing apparatus. A computer storage medium can
be, or be included in, a computer-readable storage device, a
computer-readable storage substrate, a random or serial
access memory array or device, or a combination of one or
more of them. The computer storage medium can also be, or
be included in, one or more separate physical components or
media (e.g., multiple CDs, disks, or other storage devices).

The operations described in this specification can be
implemented as operations performed by a data processing
apparatus on data stored on one or more computer-readable
storage devices or received from other sources.

The term “data processing apparatus”™ encompasses all
kinds of apparatus, devices, and machines for processing
data, including by way of example a programmable proces-
sor, a computer, a system on a chip, or multiple ones, or
combinations, of the foregoing The apparatus can include
special purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field pro-
grammable gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific
integrated circuit). The apparatus can also include, in addi-
tion to hardware, code that creates an execution environment
for the computer program in question, e.g., code that con-
stitutes processor firmware, a protocol stack, a database
management system, an operating system, a cross-platform
runtime environment, a virtual machine, or a combination of
one or more of them. The apparatus and execution environ-
ment can realize various different computing model infra-
structures, such as web services, distributed computing and
grid computing infrastructures.

A computer program (also known as a program, software,
software application, script, or code) can be written in any
form of programming language, including compiled or
interpreted languages, declarative or procedural languages,
and it can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-
alone program or as a module, component, subroutine,
object, or other unit suitable for use in a computing envi-
ronment. A computer program may, but need not, correspond
to a file in a file system. A program can be stored in a portion
of a file that holds other programs or data (e.g., one or more
scripts stored in a markup language document), in a single
file dedicated to the program in question, or in multiple
coordinated files (e.g., files that store one or more modules,
sub-programs, or portions of code). A computer program can
be deployed to be executed on one computer or on multiple
computers that are located at one site or distributed across
multiple sites and interconnected by a communication net-
work.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifi-
cation can be performed by one or more programmable
processors executing one or more computer programs to
perform actions by operating on input data and generating
output. The processes and logic flows can also be performed
by, and apparatus can also be implemented as, special
purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable
gate array) or an ASIC (application-specific integrated cir-
cuit).

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, both general and special
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purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will
receive instructions and data from a read-only memory or a
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a
computer are a processor for performing actions in accor-
dance with instructions and one or more memory devices for
storing instructions and data. Generally, a computer will also
include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or
transfer data to, or both, one or more mass storage devices
for storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or
optical disks. However, a computer need not have such
devices. Moreover, a computer can be embedded in another
device, e.g., a mobile telephone, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a mobile audio or video player, a game console, a
Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, or a portable
storage device (e.g., a universal serial bus (USB) flash
drive), to name just a few. Devices suitable for storing
computer program instructions and data include all forms of
non-volatile memory, media and memory devices, including
by way of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g.,
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic
disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto-
optical disks; and CD-ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The
processor and the memory can be supplemented by, or
incorporated in, special purpose logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, embodiments of the
subject matter described in this specification can be imple-
mented on a computer having a display device, e.g., a CRT
(cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) monitor,
for displaying information to the user and a keyboard and a
pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball, by which the
user can provide input to the computer. Other kinds of
devices can be used to provide for interaction with a user as
well; for example, feedback provided to the user can be any
form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory
feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the user can be
received in any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile
input. In addition, a computer can interact with a user by
sending documents to and receiving documents from a
device that is used by the user; for example, by sending web
pages to a web browser on a user’s client device in response
to requests received from the web browser.

Embodiments of the subject matter described in this
specification can be implemented in a computing system that
includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, e.g., an application
server, or that includes a front-end component, e.g., a client
computer having a graphical user interface or a Web browser
through which a user can interact with an implementation of
the subject matter described in this specification, or any
combination of one or more such back-end, middleware, or
front-end components. The components of the system can be
interconnected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples
of communication networks include a local area network
(“LAN”) and a wide area network (“WAN”), an inter-
network (e.g., the Internet), and peer-to-peer networks (e.g.,
ad hoc peer-to-peer networks).

The computing system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
client-server relationship to each other. In some embodi-
ments, a server transmits data (e.g., an HTML page) to a
client device (e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and
receiving user input from a user interacting with the client
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device). Data generated at the client device (e.g., a result of
the user interaction) can be received from the client device
at the server.

An example of one such type of computer is shown in
FIG. 7, which shows a block diagram of a programmable
processing system 700 suitable for implementing apparatus
or performing methods of various aspects of the subject
matter described in this specification. The system 700
includes a processor 710, a random access memory (RAM)
720, a storage device 730, and an input/output (I/O) con-
troller 740 coupled by a processor (CPU) bus 750. The
system 700 can be preprogrammed, in ROM, for example,
or it can be programmed (and reprogrammed) by loading a
program from another source (for example, from a floppy
disk, a CD-ROM, or another computer).

The storage device 730 suitable for storing executable
computer programs, including programs embodying aspects
of the subject matter described in this specification, and data
including digital photographs, user identities, face area
information, user relationships, affinity scores, quality
scores, information that associates user identities with digi-
tal photographs, and other appropriate data.

The 1/0 controller 740 receives and transmits data (e.g.,
stills, pictures, movies, and animations for importing into a
composition) in analog or digital form over communication
links such as a serial link, local area network, wireless link,
and parallel link.

Also coupled to the I/O controller 740 are output devices
760 which in various embodiments can include a display, a
keyboard, a printer, and other input and output peripherals.

While this specification contains many specific imple-
mentation details, these should not be construed as limita-
tions on the scope of any inventions or of what may be
claimed, but rather as descriptions of features specific to
particular embodiments of particular inventions. Certain
features that are described in this specification in the context
of separate embodiments can also be implemented in com-
bination in a single embodiment. Conversely, various fea-
tures that are described in the context of a single embodi-
ment can also be implemented in multiple embodiments
separately or in any suitable subcombination. Moreover,
although features may be described above as acting in
certain combinations and even initially claimed as such, one
or more features from a claimed combination can in some
cases be excised from the combination, and the claimed
combination may be directed to a subcombination or varia-
tion of a subcombination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain cir-
cumstances, multitasking and parallel processing may be
advantageous. Moreover, the separation of various system
components in the embodiments described above should not
be understood as requiring such separation in all embodi-
ments, and it should be understood that the described
program components and systems can generally be inte-
grated together in a single software product or packaged into
multiple software products.

Thus, particular embodiments of the subject matter have
been described. Other embodiments are within the scope of
the following claims. In some cases, the actions recited in
the claims can be performed in a different order and still
achieve desirable results. In addition, the processes depicted
in the accompanying figures do not necessarily require the
particular order shown, or sequential order, to achieve
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desirable results. In certain implementations, multitasking
and parallel processing may be advantageous.

What is claimed is:

1. A method performed by data processing apparatus, the
method comprising:

receiving, at the data processing apparatus, label data

defining a label that is to be associated with an image
of a first user in a digital photograph, the first user
identified by a first user identifier and the label data
received from a user device associated with a submit-
ting user identifier;

accessing, at the data processing apparatus, data defining

labeling privileges associated with the first user iden-
tifier, the labeling privileges being for second users
relative to the first user, the second users identified by
respective second user identifiers, and the labeling
privileges defining, for each second user, a labeling
privilege for the second user to label an image of the
first user in a digital photograph;

determining whether the submitting user identifier is

included in the second user identifiers;
in response to determining that the submitting user iden-
tifier is included in the second user identifiers:
determining the labeling privilege defined for the sec-
ond user identified by the submitting user identifier,
the labeling privilege including an automatic rejec-
tion privilege; and
processing the label data according to the labeling
privilege defined for the second user identified by the
submitting user identifier, including:
rejecting the label data from association with the image
of the first user in the digital photograph;
determining that the labeling privilege for the second
user identified by the submitting user identifier
changed from the automatic rejection privilege to an
automatic approval privilege; and
associating the previously rejected label data received
from a user device associated with the second user
with the image of the first user in the digital photo-
graph.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising, in response
to determining that the submitting user identifier is not
included in the second user identifiers:
categorizing the label data as pending association with the
image of the first user in the digital photograph;

providing a notification message addressed to an address
associated with the first user identifier, the notification
message specifying that the label data is pending asso-
ciation with the image of the first user in the digital
photograph; and

associating the label data with the image of the first user

in the digital photograph only in response to receiving
an approval command in response to the notification
message.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the notification mes-
sage includes the digital photograph and the label data.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the automatic rejection
privilege is associated with the first user identifier for a
predefined time period.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a request from a user device for the digital

photograph; and

providing, in response to the request, the digital photo-

graph and only label data that is associated with the
digital photograph.
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital photograph
is received from the user device associated with the sub-
mitting user identifier.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, from a user device associated with the first user

identifier, a second user identifier and data labeling
privileges for the second user identified by the second
user identifier; and

storing the second user identifier and the data defining

labeling privileges for the second user identifier in the
data defining labeling privileges associated with the
first user identifier.

8. A non-transitory computer storage medium encoded
with a computer program, the program comprising instruc-
tions that when executed by data processing apparatus cause
the data processing apparatus to perform operations com-
prising:

receiving, at the data processing apparatus, label data

defining a label that is to be associated with an image
of a first user in a digital photograph, the first user
identified by a first user identifier and the label data
received from a user device associated with a submit-
ting user identifier;

accessing, at the data processing apparatus, data defining

labeling privileges associated with the first user iden-
tifier, the labeling privileges being for second users
relative to the first user, the second users identified by
respective second user identifiers, and the labeling
privileges defining, for each second user, a labeling
privilege for the second user to label an image of the
first user in a digital photograph;

determining whether the submitting user identifier is

included in the second user identifiers;

in response to determining that the submitting user iden-

tifier is included in the second user identifiers:

determining the labeling privilege defined for the sec-
ond user identified by the submitting user identifier,
the labeling privilege including one of an automatic
approval privilege and an automatic rejection privi-
lege; and

processing the label data according to the labeling
privilege defined for the second user identified by the
submitting user identifier, including:

associating the label data with the image of the first user
in the digital photograph if the labeling privilege
defined for the second user identified by the submit-
ting user identifier is the automatic approval privi-
lege; and

rejecting the label data from association with the image
of the first user in the digital photograph if the
labeling privilege defined for the second user iden-
tified by the submitting user identifier is the auto-
matic rejection privilege;

determining that the labeling privilege for the second
user identified by the submitting user identifier
changed from the automatic rejection privilege to the
automatic approval privilege; and

associating the previously rejected label data received
from a user device associated with the second user
with the image of the first user.

9. The computer storage medium of claim 8, wherein the
instructions cause the data processing apparatus to perform
operations further comprising, in response to determining
that the submitting user identifier is not included in the
second user identifiers:

categorizing the label data as pending association with the

image of the first user in the digital photograph;
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providing a notification message addressed to an address
associated with the first user identifier, the notification
message specifying that the label data is pending asso-
ciation with the image of the first user in the digital
photograph; and

associating the label data with the image of the first user

in the digital photograph only in response to receiving
an approval command in response to the notification
message.

10. The computer storage medium of claim 8, wherein the
instructions cause the data processing apparatus to perform
operations further comprising suggesting a label for the first
user based on first user profile information or other labels for
the first user in other digital photographs, wherein the
suggested label is assigned the automatic approval privilege.

11. The computer storage medium of claim 8, wherein the
instructions cause the data processing apparatus to perform
operations further comprising:

receiving a request from a user device for the digital

photograph; and

providing, in response to the request, the digital photo-

graph and only label data that is associated with the
digital photograph.

12. The computer storage medium of claim 8, wherein the
digital photograph is received from the user device associ-
ated with the submitting user identifier.

13. The computer storage medium of claim 8, and wherein
the instructions cause the data processing apparatus to
perform operations further comprising:

receiving, from a user device associated with the first user

identifier, a second user identifier and data labeling
privileges for the second user identified by the second
user identifier; and

storing the second user identifier and the data defining

labeling privileges for the second user identifier in the
data defining labeling privileges associated with the
first user identifier.

14. A system, comprising:

a data processing apparatus; and

a non-transitory computer storage medium encoded with

a computer program, the program comprising instruc-
tions that when executed by the data processing appa-
ratus cause the data processing apparatus to perform
operations comprising:

receiving, at the data processing apparatus, label data

defining a label that is to be associated with an image
of a first user in a digital photograph, the first user
identified by a first user identifier and the label data
received from a user device associated with a submit-
ting user identifier;

accessing, at the data processing apparatus, data defining

labeling privileges associated with the first user iden-
tifier, the labeling privileges being for second users
relative to the first user, the second users identified by
respective second user identifiers, and the labeling
privileges defining, for each second user, a labeling
privilege for the second user to label an image of the
first user in a digital photograph;

determining whether the submitting user identifier is

included in the second user identifiers;

in response to determining that the submitting user iden-

tifier is included in the second user identifiers:

determining the labeling privilege defined for the sec-
ond user identified by the submitting user identifier,
the labeling privilege including an automatic rejec-
tion privilege;
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rejecting the label data from association with the image
of'the first user in the digital photograph based on the
automatic rejection privilege defined for the second
user identified by the submitting user identifier;
determining that the labeling privilege for the second
user identified by the submitting user identifier
changed from the automatic rejection privilege to an
automatic approval privilege; and
associating the previously rejected label data received
from the user device associated with the second user
with the image of the first user in the digital photo-
graph.
15. The system of claim 14, wherein the instructions cause
the data processing apparatus to perform operations further
comprising, in response to determining that the submitting
user identifier is not included in the second user identifiers:
categorizing the label data as pending association with the
image of the first user in the digital photograph;

providing a notification message addressed to an address
associated with the first user identifier, the notification
message specifying that the label data is pending asso-
ciation with the image of the first user in the digital
photograph; and

associating the label data with the image of the first user

in the digital photograph only in response to receiving
an approval command in response to the notification
message.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the instructions cause
the data processing apparatus to perform operations further
comprising suggesting a label for the first user based on first
user profile information or other labels for the first user in
other digital photographs, wherein the suggested label is
assigned the automatic approval privilege.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the instructions cause
the data processing apparatus to perform operations further
comprising:

15

20

25

30

16

receiving a request from a user device for the digital

photograph; and

providing, in response to the request, the digital photo-

graph and only label data that is associated with the
digital photograph.

18. The system of claim 14, wherein the instructions cause
the data processing apparatus to perform operations further
comprising:

receiving, from a user device associated with the first user

identifier, a second user identifier and data labeling
privileges for the second user identified by the second
user identifier; and

storing the second user identifier and the data defining

labeling privileges for the second user identifier in the
data defining labeling privileges associated with the
first user identifier.

19. The method of claim 1 further comprising determining
that the submitting user identifier is associated with the
automatic approval privilege based on one or more pre-
defined relationships with the submitting user designated by
the first user, wherein the one or more predefined relation-
ships includes the submitting user being within the first
user’s network of a specified degree.

20. The method of claim 1 further comprising suggesting
a label for the first user based on first user profile informa-
tion or other labels for the first user in other digital photo-
graphs, wherein the suggested label is assigned the auto-
matic approval privilege.

21. The method of claim 2 wherein, after providing the
notification message and before receiving a response to the
notification message, the label data is temporarily associated
with the image of the first user in the digital photograph.
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